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DESCENT INTO HELL apocryphal gospel claimed to have been derived from an
UNKNOWN original Hebrew work written by Nicodemus, who appearsin

the Gospel of John as an associate of Jesus. The title The
Gospel of Nicodemus is mediaeval in origin. The dates of its
accreted sections are uncertain, but scholars agree in
assigning the resulting work to the middle of the fourth century
AD. The section about Pilate is an older text found in the Greek
Acts of Peter and Paul and is a purported official document
from Pontius Pilate (or composed from reports at the
praetorium at Jerusalem) reporting events in Judea to
Emperor Tiberius, and referring to the crucifixion of Jesus, as
well as his miracles. The main body of the Gospel of Nicodemus
is in two sections, with an appendix, Descensus ad Infernos-the
Harrowing of Hell-and is found to be a later addition to some
versions including Greek and Latin. The first (chapters i-xi)
contains the trial of Jesus based upon Luke 23. In addition to
the Greek and Latin witnesses of the...
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