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States -- Finance. Excerpt: . . . can be used, statutory
requirements to target services to certain groups of workers,
and the need to respond to local economic conditions.
Commenting on workforce boards ability to form strategic
partnerships, one expert noted that there are no funds to
support such endeavors and no performance standards to
measure them. With regard to regional economic development,
experts said boards are structured around local areas, not
regions, regional economies are highly variable, regional
governance structures can make achieving buy-in difficult and
that rural areas can be particularly challenged in pursuing
regional approaches. Beyond the question of how extensive
demand-driven practices were, Labor officials said a number of
indicators show that the initiatives are changing the system.
According to Labor, they have seen a system-shift in the
approach to implementing workforce solutions through an
increase in demand-driven topics at conferences since the roll
out of the initiatives. Labor said this shift has been driven by
partnerships between the workforce investment system,
business, industry, and educators using the High Growth
framework. Labor...
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