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Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The Proposed
Disestablishment of Protestantism in Ireland: In Its Bearings
Upon the Religion and Liberties of the Empire The following
speech was delivered in the Commission of the General Assembly
of the Free Church of Scotland, on the 17th of June 1868, the day
appointed for the discussion of the present proposals in
Parliament in regard to Irish Protestantism. It was taken down in
short-hand by a first-class reporter, and it appears revised in its
present form at the request of many friends. The vast
importance of the subject to which it relates can scarcely be
over-estimated, and although a singular amount of delusion is
abroad in regard to it, it is hoped that wiser counsels may yet
prevail. That any one who, having read history, has travelled
over Ireland, and had an opportunity of comparing that fertile
but unhappy country with other lands, can have any serious
doubt as to the leading cause of its social degradation, seems
incredible. Other causes, no doubt, there are, but let any one
compare Belfast with Galway, Protestant...
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