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. Brand New Book. 651 was the first Air Observation Post (AOP) Squadron, being formed at Old Sarum on
August 1, 1941. It was still part of the RAF but all the pilots, drivers and signallers were from the Royal Artillery,
while the RAF supplied the Adjutant, Engineer Officer and technicians. It is therefore the premier Army Air Corps
squadron. Its first aircraft were an assortment of Taylorcraft Plus Cs and Ds, three Piper Cubs and a Stinson
Voyager. Then later that year all 651 s aircraft were replaced by the version of the Plus D manufactured by
Taylorcraft in Britain and renamed the Auster I. These were deployed on active service in November 1942, to
Algeria and then Tunisia, as part of Operation Torch. Its main duties were the direction of artillery fire,
reconnaissance and light liaison. By May 1943 Tunisia was under Allied control and 651 moved to Sicily in
support of offensive operations by 8th Army in August. Now equipped with Auster llls and flying by night and
day, support was given to Xlll Corps on the coast of the island, registering targets and directing counter-battery
fire, including that of Royal Naval warships. On September 4, it became the first AOP unit to cross the Straits of
Messina to participate in the invasion of Italy, again with 8th Army. In May 1944, the Squadron flew in support of
2nd Polish Corps during the capture of Monte Cassino, a major obstacle in the advance of Allied forces on
Rome. Throughout the remainder of the war the Auster IVs and Vs of 651 Squadron worked with almost every
division in Italy as they came in and out of the front line. Over...
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