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President and Gentlemen: In response to an invitation from a number of my fellow-citizens, | appear before you
to-night to present as briefly as | can my views of the rebellion, its causes and consequences. And here let me
say that the remarks which | propose to make will be in the main but a recitation of historical facts. Facts are
stubborn things, and | prefer to use them in examining the question upon which | am to speak to-night, rather
than resort to declamation. | do it as a duty, and to demonstrate to you beyond all dispute that the cause for
which we are lighting is the cause of Justice, and Union, and Constitutional Liberty. If | could not do this | would
ask no man to join the army, for | could not ask a man to enter the army to fight for injustice and oppression. |
need hardly say to you that we are in the midst of a rebellion unlike any which in our history has preceded it, or
indeed in the history of the world. There have been many rebellions and revolutions since the establishment of
civilized governments, but this is the first attempted revolution having for its avowed object the extension and
perpetuity of human slavery. All rebellions which have preceded this have been professedly to secure the rights
and liberties of the people. - Therefore of all rebellions this is the most causeless and criminal which the history
of the world records. The seeds of this rebellion were first sown so long ago as the year 1620, when a Dutch...
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