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designing something that will catch on and capture the imagination of U. S. con-sumers. Success that starts in
all of our individual design studios, grows opportuni-ties all across the country. . . there are fabric
manufacturers, printers, the people who produce paper for making patterns, the shippers who ship the
merchandise, the truckers who truck, design teams, fabric cutters, tailors, models, seamstresses, sales people,
merchandising people, advertising people, publicists, those who work for re-tailers. In short, this is a big
employment business today. The other most significant change in the industry in the past decade is techno-
logical. Just as the internet has transformed our sister creative industries like music, books and motion pictures,
creating opportunities as well as problems, it has transformed fashion and not always for the better. In the
blink of an eye, perfect 360 degree images of the latest runway fashions can be sent around the world. And of
course, they can be copied. And that copying, coupled with the importance of the fashion industry to America,
is the main reason that I sit before you today. Fashion design piracy has become a blight that aGects all who
depend on the U. S. fashion industry. It robs American workers of their livelihood, which is why the CFDA is
working in an alliance with industry partners such as Harpers Bazaar B, , . O AND E AY AMONG OTHERS TO
RAISE THE PROFILE OF THIS MASSIVE PROBLEM THER COUNTRIES...
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