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... nt, principally to address immediate needs of the Nations military personnel--including pay, housing, and
health benefits. The budget also provides for additional funds, as may be needed, following the administrations
review of future defense needs. Protecting and Modernizing Social Security. The budget preserves ever dollar of
Social Security funds for Social Security. It also supports the Presidents call for Social Security reform that
preserves the benefits of current and near retirees, but also meets the programs growing needs when the baby-
boom generation begins retiring. Reforming Medicare. The budget supports the goal of Medicare reform,
including prescription drug coverage. The budget provides for inflationary growth in nondefense discretionary
spending, and a 5. 6-billion emergency set-aside for natural disasters. It provides a mechanism to expand
support for the Nations farmers as they continue the transition to a market-based (as opposed to Government-
dictated) farm economy. It boosts veterans medical care by 1. 7 billion (or 7. 6 percent compared with fiscal
year 2001. It continues pursuing the goal of doubling the 1998 funding level of the National Institutes of Health
NIH by 2003. This is only a brief summary. More of the detail appears in the text that follows. In the coming
months, the committees of Congress will address the legislative actions needed to realize the vision outlined
here. The vision is to secure the Nations future--and the priorities supported by this budget define what the
Government can do to make that possible. Please note: This budget supports a range of presidential initiatives
and recommendations, and its funding levels are designed t. . . This item ships from La...
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