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President of the United States, Accompanied With a Report of the Secretary of State, Relative to the Colony of
Liberia The policy of the United States, in reference to extra continental possessions, has not allowed them, had
it been otherwise deemed expedient, to extend that kind of protection to the Liberian settlement, to which
colonies are entitled from the mother country by which they are established. It has, in consequence, been
compelled to rely on its intrinsic right to the common protection and favor of all civilized nations; and, thus far,
for the most part, without being disappointed. The undersigned forbears to enter much at large into the
particular matters discussed between the Liberian authorities and the British cruising officers. The right of the.
Liberian Government to maintain their jurisdiction over Bassa Cove and the dependent territory, forms the
most important of them; and the denial of that right by several British officers is the most serious difficulty, of a
political nature, which the Liberian settlement has had to encounter. If the principle assumed by these officers
should be sanctioned by her Majesty s Government - namely, that the Liberian settlement can, by treaty with the
native chiefs, acquire no jurisdiction over territory on any part of the coast of Africa where an individuals has
previously established a factory or traded with the natives - it will become impossible for the settlement to make
any further addition to its domain, or, in fact, to maintain itself in its oldest establishments. This principle, it
would seem, can rest on no other foundation than that the settlement of...
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